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From the President 

 

THIS will be my final Presidential report. I shall 

not be nominating for re-election at the upcoming 

AGM.  Whilst the committee has already received a 

nomination to fill the position from someone who I 

am certain will do an excellent job, I would like to 

share my reasons for standing down.  Primarily this 

is to ensure that anyone who may be considering, or 

is asked to stand, for the position in the future does 

not think this is a really onerous role. Our club has, 

and has had for several years, an extremely capable 

and industrious committee. These worthy souls 

really make the President’s job a fairly easy one.  In 

fact my reason for stepping down has nothing at all 

to do with our club. It is simply because I have been 

actively involved with various committees for close 

to 30 years. I have been President, Chairman, 

Treasurer, Secretary and just about everything 

except club handyman (those who know me well 

will understand that). I am simply committeed out!  

I would like to take this opportunity to give my 

sincere thanks to all those who have served on the 

committee over the past three years. You have been 

a pleasure to work with. In addition there are 

several individuals outside the committee who 

contribute so much to the success of our 

organisation. You know who you are. Thanks to 

you also. 

While I am on the subject of thanks, the more 

observant among you will have noticed that the cork 

on the noticeboards at the front of the room has 

been replaced. This job was carried out by Terry 

Nowitzski and Jim Webster. Their efforts have 

saved the club a great deal of money. Well done 

guys. 

Happy Bridging 
Allan McIntyre (President)  

Masterpoint movements 
NEW rankings for Arana home club members for 

the period to 31st January 2016 

Graduate Master Linda Douglas 

   Owen Marks 

Club Master  Marie Gilbert 

*Local Master Judy Cantamessa 

   Judith Nelson 

   Greg Davenport 

**Local Master Trish Waters 

Silver Life  Jan Rae 

Robert Matthew (MP Sec) 

Tony’s Tip 
DEDUCTION 

Every bridge player makes use of deduction to some 

extent but few exploit it to the limit. To the expert 
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every card tells a story and at times it seems as if 

they can see our hand by playing us for certain 

cards even though we have not made a bid. The 

process starts, naturally enough, with the opening 

lead.  

Some inferences are obvious. For example, if the 

opening lead is an 8 or 9, it is highly unlikely that 

the player who led it holds any higher card in the 

suit. e.g. 

♥Q62 

 ♥9 led W     E 

   ♥A74 

         Declarer 

There is no point putting up the Q, as the King is 

almost certain to be with East. Therefore it is better 

to play low in dummy and win with the Ace, 

preserving the value of the Q for the time being. If 

East is on lead later he cannot re-open the suit 

without giving you a trick. 

It is usual when on lead against a NT contract to 

lead the fourth best from defender’s longest suit. 

Thus if a defender leads a 2 you can deduce it to be 

from a 4 carded suit. Furthermore he has no 5-

carded or longer suit; otherwise he would probably 

have led it. Similarly, against a suit contract a 

player who has a strong sequence of honours will 

usually lead one, if he doesn’t, you may safely 

assume that he has no such sequence. All these 

inferences are relatively obvious, yet they tend to be 

overlooked. Consider this hand: 

 N 

 ♠J53  

 ♥ 82 

 ♦ AK7 

W ♣ 87543     E 

♠ 9764  ♠ 2 

♥ A106  ♥ K9753 

♦ 42  ♦ J10853 

♣ KJ92  ♣ Q6 

 S 

 ♠ AKQ108 

 ♥ QJ4 

 ♦ Q96 

 ♣ A10 

South is playing in 4 Spades. West leads the ♦4. 

Declarer has 9 sure tricks, 5S, 3D and a C. There 

are various means of promoting a 10
th
 trick. 

Declarer may immediately play Hearts hoping to 

trump the third round in dummy. However the 

opponents may continue Diamonds and get a third 

round ruff before you. 

A deduction from the opening lead enables declarer 

to employ a far safer method. Since West did not 

open with the Ace of Hearts, it is reasonable to 

assume that he does not have the AK of the suit, for 

a lead from this holding is surely one of the most 

preferred opening leads in anyone’s book. This is 

all the information that declarer needs. Win the lead 

with the ♦Q, draw trumps and cross to DA to lead a 

heart from dummy inserting the Q if East plays low. 

If the A or K is with West then the other high 

honour is surely with East. When next in dummy 

with DK, again lead a heart towards your J 

securing a sure tenth trick.  

The play made from the partner of the opening 

leader is frequently as informative as the lead itself. 

Consider this situation where West leads the ♥Q 

against your 3 NT. 

♥753 

♥Q led W    E plays the 9♥ 

   ♥A62 

West is leading from the top of an honour sequence 

headed by QJ10. The significance of East’s play of 

the 9 (encouraging or the 4 if they use low 

encourage) is not lost on an astute declarer who 

may safely assume the opponents’ Hearts are 4-3. If 

they were 5-2 with East holding K9 or K4, he 

would be obliged to play the King on the Queen to 

avoid blocking partner’s suit. Declarer may elect, if 

he wishes, to win the opening lead with the Ace, 

abandoning the normal hold up if he fears West 

may shift to a more dangerous suit. He knows the 

opponents can win just 3 tricks in the suit.  

Tony Agar 

Director’s Corner 
QUITTED TRICK: Dummy, or either opponent, 

may tell another player that he has a quitted trick 

pointed the wrong way, but only if he does so 

before a lead is made to the next trick. Declarer can 

tell a player at any time, that a card pointed 

incorrectly, must be corrected.  

PSYCHIC BIDDING: Sometimes a player will 

make a call or play that deviates from his side’s 

announced understanding. This is referred to as a 

psychic bid.  This is acceptable, providing that his 

partner has no more reason to be aware of the 

deviation than have the opponents. Repeated 

deviations lead to implicit understandings which 

then form part of the partnership’s methods and 

must be disclosed in accordance with the 

regulations governing disclosure of system.   If the 

Director finds there has been undisclosed 
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knowledge that has damaged the opponents, he shall 

adjust the score and may award penalties.  

Val Cran (Director) 

Welcome New Members 
The following people have joined the club since the 

end of September. A warm welcome is extended to 

all. 

Jeff Borg 

Michael Palmer 

Wilhelmina Garner 

Ros Hannell 

Yvonne Stalling 

Happy Birthday Arthur 
ARTHUR Pomery celebrated his 97

th
 birthday at 

the club on Friday, January 22. He went on to win 

the A Section E/W for the day with his partner John 

Martin with 60.2%. 

While he is not the oldest active Bridge player in 

Queensland, he may be the oldest male player. Kim 

Ellaway of QBA is researching this and may report 

on it in the next QBA Bulletin.  He is certainly the 

oldest playing member of Arana Bridge Club. 

Arthur is still actively playing and contributing to 

the Arana CBC workforce - dealing boards, and 

being Tuesday Director’s Assistant. 

He was born in Peterborough SA on January 20, 

1919, and in his early life, worked for SA Railways 

in Peterborough, then in Adelaide. 

He tells us he first played Bridge in 1939 

(Auction Bridge) and switched to Contract Bridge 

about 1998. 

Below he is seen with John as he cuts the cake. 

 

 

Our Christmas Party 
All who attended enjoyed a happy event. Thanks 

are due to Jan May who convened the event and she 

thanked the many who had assisted her. Maureen 

Pears on keyboard provided our choir and singers 

(some shown below) with accompaniment. A visit 

to the Club’s Facebook site (click on the ‘f’ on the 

Club’s web-page) will reveal many pictures from 

the Club Christmas party including one where 

Arthur Pomery was cutting the cake. He was 

probably getting into practice for his birthday in 

January. 

 

 
Trish Waters 

 
Sue Kennard 

 
Ross Shardlow 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING 
BRIDGE 

 

Sessions 9:30am to 1:30pm 

For a friendly and relaxed game 

Morning tea/coffee provided 

NO PARTNER REQUIRED 

Phone Dawn Benes  0411 468 722, or 

Lorraine Steele  3351 6173 

 
 

Book Review 
‘The Bridge Player Who Laughed’ 

By Ron Klinger 

This is well worth reading, particularly by new 

players.  Its virtue is not that it will teach you to be 

a better player; but that it may help you relax and 

enjoy the process of becoming better. To know that 

one of Australia’s top players can share jokes  

and humorous stories about Bridge must help a 

player feel more at ease. Some examples might 

illustrate the point. 

Table 22: ‘Director!’ 
One second later. Table 23: ‘Director!’ 
One second later. Table 24: ‘Director!’ 
The Director trots over and deals with Table 22, 
then he deals with Table 23, and finally, he arrives 
at Table 24. 
‘Yes?’ 
‘Improper call.’ 
‘What do you mean?’ 
“We shouldn’t have called you at all. We just got 
caught up in the spirit of things. 

The call was loud and clear: ‘Di-rek-tor!’ 
The Director hurried over to the table. ‘Yes?’ 
‘My opponent’, said declarer, ‘has made a 
premature gloat’. 

(Reproduced with permission of the author) 

Editor:     Michael Walker  ph 3359 8907 

Email:      mandjwalker@tpg.com.au 

Contributions may be by email (preferred) or 

by placing a note in the ideas box at the 

clubhouse 
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